JOSEPH

your abdication is of no use to me. I don't want the Spanish
throne myself. I don't want to give it to anyone else. I will
have nothing more to do with the affairs of that country,
beyond keeping the peace there, and freeing my army for
other ends.

What are your intentions? Will you, as a French prince,
come and stand by the throne? You may then count on my
friendship, and on your appanage; and you will be my subject,
ranking as a prince of the blood. In that case you must do
as I do, declare yourself openly, write me a short letter for
publication, be at home to all my ministers, show that you
are devoted to me and to the King of Rome, and favour the
proposed Regency of the Empress.

Perhaps you can't do this. Perhaps you haven't enough
good sense. In that case you must retire 40 leagues from
Paris, to some house in the provinces, as inconspicuously as
you can. If my life is spared, you will live there undisturbed.
If I die, you will be arrested, perhaps put to death. You
will be useless to myself, to my family, to your daughters,
and to France: but you will be doing me no harm, and you
will be out of my way. Choose quickly, and decide which
you will do. All questions of sentiment at such a moment
are idle and dangerous.

[LECESTRE, ii, 1123. After Vittoria (v. No. 264) Joseph fled on horse-
back to St. Jean de Luz. He answered this appeal, came to Paris, and
was adviser to Marie Louise as Regent during the summer of 1814.]
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INVASION

TO GENERAL CAULAINCOURT, DUKE OF VICENZA, THE

EMPEROR'S PLENIPOTENTIARY AT THE CONGRESS OF

CHATILLON

PINEY, February 2, 1814.

. . . THE enemy's troops are behaving abominably. All
the inhabitants are taking refuge in the woods. There are no
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